The information dilemma A basic dilemma confronts the producers of data in the public sector. On the one hand, they face users demanding that information collected at public expense be made available to the research community in ever increasing detail. On the other hand they face those concerned with privacy and confidentiality worrying about the possible release of identifiable information about individuals. In short, they have to reconcile competing moral claims: they are caught in the middle between one group of citizens asserting a right to information and another group asserting a right to privacy. Table 1 shows.
The audience at this lASSIST meeting, as professionals in the business of information acquisition and dissemination, will have rehearsed the arguments many times about the rights to information. It is important to remember that the arguments for a right to privacy and confidentiality are also strong, but have changed their character somewhat during the last decade, and have had a profound influence on the preparedness of state authorities and census agencies to release microdata to the research community.
The stale is no longer the only, and perhaps no longer even the major, collector of systematic personal data on There is widespread public concern about the activities of these commercial companies. The British public is very hostile, for example, to the sale of election registration lists to outsiders (Campbell 1987 Table 1 shows.
In short, the general public has a range of worries that census information, gathered ostensibly for assisting government in planning purjxjses of various kinds, will be circulated to others for purposes which were not declared at the lime when the information was collected. (Marsh et al. 1991b ). 
